
 

                             

13th Annual Oncology Social Work Australia Conference 
Preliminary Program 

Day 1 
8th November 2018 

 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration 
 

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony 
Dr Matilda House 
Great Hall 
 

9:30 – 9:45 
 

Opening the Conference  
OSWA President 
Great Hall 
 

9:45 – 10:45 
 

Conference Address  
The things we don’t talk about. Words are very 
powerful!  
Dion Devow 
Great Hall 
 

Morning tea 

11:05 – 12:35  
 

Keynote Speaker  
Don’t Ask/Don’t Tell:  Compassion, Courage and 
Values Across the Care Continuum.  
Professor Matthew Loscalzo, LCSW 
Great Hall 

Lunch 

13:30 – 15:00 Abstract Presentation – 
Research Great Hall  

Abstract Presentation - 
AYA Common Room  

 Social Work Interventions 
in Oncology: An Australian 
Study. 
Rosalie Pockett and Kim 
Hobbs 
 

‘My heart instantly 
became so empty’: The 
experience of parentally 
bereaved adolescents and 
young adults.  
Cassandra Taylor 

Experiences participating 
in national collaborative 
data mining research. 
Gini Adcock and Ray 
Araullo 
 

Exploring the hospital-
based psychosocial 
supportive care 
experiences of parents 
with incurable end-stage 
cancer who are parenting 
children (birth to 18 years 
old): a qualitative study.  
Vera Steiner 
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“It’s a bit like the sword of 
Damocles hanging over 
your head”: Unmet 
supportive care needs of 
women with ovarian 
cancer, their families and 
friends. 
Sue Hegarty, Hayley 
Russell, Jane Hill, 
Annemarie Ferguson and 
Elizabeth Cooch 

Supporting my patients 
who are also parents. 
What do I say? What’s 
available for them? 
Introducing CanTeen’s 
new parental services and 
online community.  
John Friedsam   
 

A stepped-care approach 
to psychosocial support 
for all adolescents and 
young adults impacted by 
cancer: CanTeen’s 
Psychosocial Model.  
Dr. Pandora Patterson, 
Mr. John Friedsam, Ms. 
Sandy Cham and Mr Peter 
Orchard 
 

Seeing Patients as 
Parents: Helping Parents 
“do” Parenting during 
Cancer.  
P. Patterson, J. Friedsam, 
F. E. J. McDonald,  
N. Weeks, E. Schiena, S. 
Wilson, J. Phipps-Nelson 
and P. Orchard 

Afternoon Tea 

15:30 – 16:00 Abstract Presentation - 
Great Hall 
Living with Cancer: an 
explanatory analysis of 
100 women living with 
breast cancer and their 
families.  
Professor Lynette Joubert 
and Ms. Sue Oldfield 

Abstract Presentation - 
Common Room 
I’m sorry my dog ate your 
referral: a new “Social 
Work Encounter”.  
Nick Hobbs 

16:00 – 17:00 AGM 
 

17:00 – 18:00  Welcome Drinks  
 

Day 2 
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9th November 2018 

8:15 – 8:30 Registration 
 

8:30 – 9:00 
 

 Abstract Presentation - Great Hall 
“Good News is not benign” Exploring the needs of people 
with brain tumors at the point of diagnosis.  
Lydia Bras & Justin Gulliver 
 

9:00 – 10:45 Workshop  
Common Room 
 

Abstract Presentations  
Great Hall 

 Understanding Chronic 
Sorrow: The social work role 
in promoting a model of 
compassionate practice for 
healthcare workers with 
parents of children with 
chronic oncological 
conditions. 
Katie Lindeberg 

Is it blind faith: the acceptance 
and implementation of 
international frameworks that 
do not reflect upon the 
Australian Context.  
Mark Brown, Betsy Sajish, Kim 
Hobbs and Dr Laura Kirsten 
 

The ‘price’ of Diversity and 
Globalisation: The Less Spoken 
‘World Family’.  
Ray Araullo, Ian Kerridge and 
Manish Subedi 
 

Death, Dying and Quality 
Improvement. 
Bianka Eifler and Anastasia 
Anastasios 
 

Supporting Cancer Patients at 
Kenepuru Medical & Oncology 
Day Unit: Improving Access to 
Care.  
Justin Gulliver 

10:45 – 11:15                                Morning tea 

11:15 – 11:45 
 

Abstract Presentation  - Great Hall 
Cancer and LGBTIQ 
Karen Price 

11:45 – 12:45 National Invited Guest Speaker  – Great Hall 
“Facing the Unthinkable/speaking to the unlanguaged’ 
Elisabeth Shaw  

12:45 – 13:45                                         Lunch 
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13:45 – 14:00 
 

Abstract Presentation – Great Hall  
Valuing the Continuum of Experience 
Melanie Greenhalgh 

14:00 – 15: 30 
 

Panel Discussion  - Great Hall 
The things we don’t talk about …secrets, the unthinkable  
and unspeakable in oncology psychosocial care.  
Panelists:  
Elisabeth Shaw, Melanie Greenhalgh, Dr. Nicole Gorddard 
Margo Maloney and Eileen McNally  
Facilitator: Professor  Matthew Loscalzo 
 

15:30 – 15:45                                 Afternoon tea 
 

15:45 – 16:15 International Guest Speaker  
Joanna Mortimer MD – Great Hall  
Topic TBA 

16:15 – 17:15 Abstract Presentations 
Taboos and Personal 
Experiences - Great Hall 
 

Abstract Presentations 
Distress Scales 
Common Room 

 Whose voice is loudest?  
Lizzie McNulty, Justine 
Schutz, Kate Nield, 
Katherine Maughan and 
Angela Richards 
 

Hauora/Wellbeing Assessment 
(taking the plunge to ask the 
question).  
Janice Brown  

 The G Word: Bridging the 
divide – A SW’s Journey into 
the World of Spiritual Care.  
Karen Rolfe  

Rapid Psychosocial 
Assessment Clinic: 
Accelerating access to 
psychosocial services.  
Betsy Sajish, Mark Brown, Dr 
Laura Kirsten and Vincent 
Towell  
 

 Compensation is Not a Dirty 
Word.  
Olga Gountras 
 

 

17:45 – 21:30 Sightseeing to conference dinner 
Contentious Character Winery, Wamboin. 
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Day 3 
10th November 2018 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration 
 

9:00 – 10:30 
Common Room 

Skills Workshop Part 1 Great Hall 
Helping The Really Difficult Person While Saving Your 
Own Psyche  
Professor Matthew Loscalzo, LCSW 
 

Morning tea 

11:00 – 12:30 
Common Room  

Skills Workshop Part 2 Great Hall 
Helping The Really Difficult Person While Saving Your 
Own Psyche  
Professor Matthew Loscalzo, LCSW 
 

12:30 – 13:00  Close 
 

Lunch 

 

Posters  

1. Paediatric Oncology Social Work …A New Model of Care 
Author: Janine Kemp 
 

2. Emotion Coaching For Parents in the Paediatric Cancer Population  
Authors: Ruth Granata, Emma Walkinshaw, Rebecca Summerill 
 

3. Life after Cancer treatment – a peer support group pilot study  
Authors: Andreea Ardeleanu and Elly Law  
 

4. ‘All the things we talk about’ – Enhance: Epworth’s Multidisciplinary Breast Cancer      
      Outpatient Rehabilitation Program Author: Liz Alsop 
 
5. The Things that We Don’t Talk About.  Author: Cheryl Butcher 
       
 


